
SPECIAL MEETING OF COUNCIL 

Tuesday, August 10, 2004 at 7:00 P.M. 

The Special Meeting of Mayor and Council was held, Tuesday, August 10, 
2004 at the hour of 7:00 p.m., Mayor Ingemi presiding. 

ROLL CALL 

Councilpersons answering roll call were: Bertino, Chiofalo, Clark, 
Morano, Olivo, S. Lewis. 

PRESENT ALSO 

Angela Maione Costigan, Town Solicitor 

DEPARTMENT HEADS 

Frank Ingemi, Police Chief 

Susanne Oddo, Town Clerk/Administrator 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

MAYOR’S STATEMENT 

This meeting has been properly posted on the bulletin board reserved 
for such notices on the first floor of the Town Hall and mailed to two 
newspapers pursuant to law. Please familiarize yourselves with the fire 
exit drawing to the rear of the Council Chambers. Also, there is to be 
no smoking in the Town Hall at any time. 

REASON FOR MEETING 

The reason for the special meeting is to discuss and possibly act on 
matters pertaining to new town hall project location Rt. 30 and Rt. 
206. 

Other matters may be discussed as deemed necessary. 

Approve 97.3 Special Olympics Relay 

Motion by Councilperson Chiofalo, seconded by Councilperson Olivo, 
grant permission to 97.3 Special Olympics Relay to be held Thursday, 
August 12, 2004 from 7:00 – 8:00 a.m. (no street closure) to walk down 
Fairview Avenue with police escorts from N. Egg Harbor Road to N. White 
Horse Pike, Hammonton. Motion carried. 

Hire John Raffa, Construction Office 

Motion by Councilperson Olivo, seconded by Councilperson Morano, 



hire John Raffa, as a part time, temporary, to assist Hammonton 
Construction Official, at $30 per hour, for 8 weeks, with no benefits 
for a period not to exceed 6 months. 

ROLL CALL – Yeas: Bertino, Chiofalo, Clark, Morano, Olivo, 

S. Lewis, and Mayor Ingemi. 

Nays: None. 

Mayor Ingemi declared the motion carried. 

Garrison Architect Bill $47,216.00 

Garrison Architect’s bill for 47,216.00 for the Hammonton Municipal 
Complex Building was discussed. Mayor and Council agreed to hold the 
bill at this time. 

Further clarification of bill is required. 

Garrison Architect Evaluation of One Whitehorse Center Building (Rt. 
30) 

(Complete Evaluation/Letter of July 26, 2004 from Garrison Architects 
placed in Regular Meeting Minutes of July 26, 2004 under Solicitor 
Report) 

Mr. Daniel Sciullo, of Garrison Architects, was invited to present to 
Mayor and Council and the public a review of his findings per Mayor and 
Council’s request to purchase One Whitehorse Center Building. 

Mr. Sciullo advised the following making reference to his letter dated 
July 26, 2004 concerning One Whitehorse Center: The building is 32,000 
square feet, approximately 11,000 square feet per floor, limited area 
sprinkler system, 1600 amp service electric system, some space to grow 
into, might have to break up departments, has to be brought up to ADA 
code. 

Mr. Sciullo stated if Mayor and Council wish to move ahead, Garrison 
would like to go back and take a more indepth look. Renovation work and 
additions for Courtroom – looking at 7.9 million estimate to get into 
facility. Might need minor amount of sitework and does not include 
Architect fees (7 ½ - 8 ½ % of new renovation). Above ground tank just 
recently installed with retaining wall. 

Designed for 80 lbs per square ft and some areas at 100 – is up to code 
and should be sufficient for Town Hall. Completely steel structure. 
Appears to be up to firecode but sprinkler systems should to be 
upgraded. 

Mr. Sciullo further advised Mayor and Council that legal fees to be 
determined – approximately $40,000. Contingency fees discussed. Also, 



no professional fees, permits or approvals included in estimate of 
cost. 

Mr. Sciullo advised that Garrison Architects recommends the Mayor and 
Council to stay with their original decision to place the new town hall 
in the Downtown area. However, Mayor and Council should consider 
renovation of WHP building which would be quicker than attempting to 
buy out properties and build on entire block.  

Leases on the One Whitehorse Center Building were discussed. 

Councilperson Chiofalo discussed possibilities at present location – 
making some cuts – lowered price to 8.5 at Vine Street. 

Councilperson Olivo stated that we still need to do an evaluation of 
the One Whitehorse Center Building – where did we get the 5 million 
dollar figure? 

Solicitor Maione-Costigan suggested nothing be done until the 
evaluation and appraisal, is complete at One Whitehorse Center. 

Councilperson Chiofalo questioned has anyone looked into where this 
Mayor and Council will relocate leased businesses at One Whitehorse 
Center while interrupting their business for renovation purposes? 

Councilperson Morano stated that the first floor and partial second 
floor is enough for Town Hall use at present time. 

There were further discussion and questions as to who would buy the 
present Town Hall Building as is. Lost tax ratables from the two 
businesses that will be lost at the One Whitehorse Center was 
discussed. 

Councilperson Olivo questioned Garrison Architects how much would the 
complete total evaluation of One Whitehorse Center by Garrison 
Architects cost? 

Mr. Sciullo responded approximately $5,000. 

Councilperson Bertino asked if this Council is ready to do an 
evaluation of the One Whitehorse Center? 

Motion by Councilperson Bertino, seconded by Councilperson Morano, 
approve appraisal of the property at One Whitehorse Center, more 
indepth study by Garrison Architects and Phase I Environmental be 
performed at a cost not to exceed $11,000. 

Roll Call – Yeas: Bertino, Clark, Morano, and Mayor Ingemi 

Nays: Chiofalo, Olivo & S.Lewis 

Mayor Ingemi declared the motion carried. 



Councilperson Olivo stated why do we want to get by on an existing 
building if the prices in the end will be similar and we may be able to 
obtain a Smart Growth Planning Grant for the Vine Street site?  

Councilperson Olivo suggested Peter Karabashian and original architect 
at One White Horse Pike building (Benedetto) be present at next Special 
Meeting for discussion. 

Solicitor was advised not to notify property owners at Vine Street site 
as final resolution still to be determined. 

Police Chief Frank Ingemi – Egg Harbor Rd. 

Chief Ingemi stated he was appointed to the Committee to pick the new 
Town Hall 6 years ago. He stated he feels this whole matter has become 
a disgrace. He reminded everyone of the bad conditions of this 
building, especially downstairs with no repairs being made. He stated 
that he doesn’t think if Town Hall leaves this location and goes to the 
White Horse Pike it would make a difference. Mayor and Council should 
consider the move to White Horse Pike and move forward fast. He 
implored Mayor and Council to make a decision and go with it. He 
finished by stating if 

money is the problem, just go and buy a piece of land and build the 
Town Hall for 4 or 5 million. 

Nelson Johnson – 41 Waterfront Way 

Mr. Johnson stated that Good Government is Good Politics. Some costs 
are being left out. The proximity to Post Office is important – it is 
very convenient for Town Hall. The Post Office is not going anywhere. 
The message being sent to the Business Owners and Residents is we don’t 
care about the Downtown. Mr. Johnson said we should not "make due" with 
a second hand building – we should have a new building and not one 
fixed up. We should have confidence and build a new building at the 
Vine Street Site. 

Jack Donio – Colwell Avenue 

Mr. Donio stated that Mayor and Council should start working together. 
Don’t argue about Vine Street or White Horse Pike. Get property and 
start building now – if not it will be another 5 years. Build a new 
building and not fix up. 

Robin Repa – Park Avenue 

Ms. Repa stated this is a disgrace – there are no concrete figures, 
facts or research and how can Mayor and Council base their opinions? 
She stated the hours of Town Hall are an inconvenience. She will 
continue to patronize the Center of Town even if the Town Hall is on 
the White Horse Pike. Years ago there were no means of transportation 
and that is why everything was centrally located in Town. She 
questioned if anyone looked into any other ground like near the 
Railroad Track to build the Town Hall? 



Councilperson Chiofalo responded that the idea of Smart Growth Planning 
is that the core of community is with Town Hall and everything that 
surrounds it and it is the idea of keeping the Town Hall here. 

Richard Jacobus – 138 Golf Drive  

Mr. Jacobus stated he agrees it is time to move on. If there will be a 
2 million dollar savings move to WHP if not stay in Town at Vine 
Street. 

Don Gibase – 546 4th St 

Mr. Gibase stated Mayor and Council needs to make a decision. What is 
the difference in Downtown or Uptown – with his business being 3 blocks 
away on the White Horse Pike – he feels he is still considered "in 
Town" and a part of the Hammonton Town. 

John Massey – 425 Valley Ave. 

He feels everyone is here to avoid what happened at the High School. 

He further stated that right turn only restrictions on the White Horse 
Pike might not be good for Police Department. 

Sherry Calletta – Fairview 

Ms. Calletta stated that " a town that looses it’s center – looses it’s 
heart".  

Lance Landsgraff – Aqua Terra 

Mr. Landsgraff stated he is disappointed to hear about moving Town Hall 
out of Town and encourages keeping the Town Hall downtown. This is a 
walking community and he enjoys the convenience while working here even 
though he does not live here. We will need a use variance to go out to 
the WHP but he is sure our own Board will give us the variance. 
Intersection will have to be changed.  

We are ignoring the advice of our architect. We will be losing ratables 
at the White Horse Pike. 

Anthony Mortellite – Broadway 

Mr. Mortellite stated if his petition had been on the ballot – the 
problem would have been resolved by now. He suggested going to the 
school property. 

Debbie Rogers – Central Avenue 

Ms. Rogers stated she moved here because she wanted to be in a Town 
"with a small Town feel." She enjoys the community and wishes the Town 
to stay viable and wants the Town Hall to stay downtown. 



#R 135-2004 Resolution Enter Into Closed Session 

#R 135 -2004 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Common Council of the Town of 
Hammonton that, in accordance with the "Open Public Meetings Act," a 
closed door Executive Session to be held on the below adopted date, for 
the purpose of discussing and/or acting upon: 

1. Approve Closed Minutes  
2. Personnel  
3. Litigation 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the minutes of said  

Executive Session shall be released only after same will have no 
adverse effect on the matters involved as determined by the Mayor and 
Common Council. 

Motion by Councilperson Chiofalo, seconded by Councilperson Olivo, the 
resolution be adopted.  

ROLL CALL – Yeas: Bertino, Chiofalo, Clark, Morano, 

Olivo, S. Lewis and Mayor Ingemi. 

Nays: None. 

Mayor Ingemi declared the motion carried. 

RESUME THE REGULAR ORDER OF BUSINESS  

Motion by Councilperson Chiofalo, seconded by Councilperson Olivo to 
resume the regular order of business. Motion carried. 

ADJOURN 

Motion by Councilperson Bertino, seconded by Councilperson S.Lewis, the 
meeting be adjourned. Motion carried. 

  

  

Susanne Oddo, Town Clerk/Administrator 

 


